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Y O U R  G I V I N G  G I V E S  O N

The annual Pillars dinner was one of many events that fell victim to the pandemic 
of 2020.  But after one year’s absence the program returned on October 14.  
Although the evening’s festivities were altered and the crowd size limited, a good 
time was had by all as the 2021 Pillars of West Alabama became the 17th class so 
recognized.

THE 2021 PILLARS OF WEST ALABAMA

Front Row 
Sam Faucett, Pat Patton and Kaye Robb for their parents Clifford and  

Louise Armstrong, Clyde Marine, and Amos Hubbard. 
 

2nd Row 
Dr. Doug Phillips, John Pradat and Eddie Pradat for their father John Pradat,  

and Dr. Richard Holland honored along with his late wife, Rebecca.



For IRA owners, a charitable 
IRA rollover – often called 
a “qualified charitable 
distribution” or “QCD” – 
may be an easy and effective 
way to make an impact. It 
allows those who are 70 ½ 
or older to support nonprofit 
programs and needs with 
a tax-free transfer of up 
to $100,000 a year from 
an individual retirement 
account. 

Rather than taking your required minimum 
distribution (RMD), consider making distributions 
directly to charity from your IRA. This strategy may 
reduce your taxable income, making it a tax-efficient 
way to make a difference in the community. 
One great way you can make a difference is by 
giving to the CFWA.  The only caveat is the IRA 
transfer cannot go to a Donor Advised Fund.  But 
you can choose to fund current needs or add to 
permanent endowments like the Community 
Endowment. Endowments are funds that are often 

CALLING IRA OWNERS 

Cynthia Johnson,  
Director of Development

One of the things that has blessed the CFWA 
for over 20 years, is the stability in staff and 
leadership.  Nine of our 15 directors have served 
on the board for more than 10 years.  Most of the 
staff has been in place for over 15 years.   

This stability is necessary for the forming of long-
term relationships.  Many of our donors have 
been with the CFWA for many years. 

As I was recently looking over a newsletter from a 
few years ago, I noticed a reference to the number 
of funds at the CFWA that at that time was about 
60 accounts.  I made the statement in the 2016 
newsletter, “I look forward to our having 100 
accounts.”  That number has long been surpassed.   
We currently average about 8 to 10 new accounts 
each year, as more and more people realize the 
services offered by the CFWA. 

We are in a maturing stage of growth here at the 
CFWA.  With assets approaching $20 Million and 
total funds approaching 125, the CFWA is poised 
to be a major player in philanthropy in West 
Alabama as we enter our 3rd decade.  We are 
thankful for the steady growth. 

Not only have our 
assets increased 
from new funds 
and market growth, 
but from the estate 
planning done by 
many in the past.  
The CFWA stands 
ready to assist you 
now with your 
planned giving.  
We encourage you 
to remember us in 
your estate planning as well.  With the proper 
direction and planning, you can give back to the 
community that has given so much to you, even 
after you are gone.  A portion of the charitable 
dollars given by the CFWA each year comes from 
funding put in place by those who have long since 
passed.  Their love for our community is a gift 
that keeps on giving. 

If you would like additional information about 
your Community Foundation, please contact me.

A MESSAGE FROM GLENN

Glenn Taylor,  
President/CEO

Current Officers
& Directors
Claude Edwards

Chairman
Mary Bess Paluzzi

Vice President
Dr. Barry Mason

Secretary
Lin Moore
Treasurer

Pierce Boyd
John T. “Jack” DeWitt

John England
Sam Faucett

Jim Flemming
James I. Harrison, III

Bobby Ingram
Shelley Jones

Thomas A. Nettles, IV
Dr. Pam Parker
David R. Pass

Leah Ann Sexton
Dr. Hugh H. Stegall

 

Staff
Glenn Taylor 

 President/CEO
Cynthia Johnson 

 Donor Development
Becky Elmore 

 Administrative Assistant

Past Directors
Jody Blackburn

John L. Blackburn
Davis S. “Buddy” Burton, Jr.

Marion Combs
Susan Cork

Phyllis Gamble
Fred P. Hahn

Laura Gregory
Gina Miers

Anne Moman 
Larry W. O’Neal

Tim Parker
Gordon Rosen
Charles Storey

William A. Tate
William W. Walker

SCHOLARSHIPS

set up with a long-range plan, with the goal of 
supporting community works far beyond our 
lifetimes. The corpus of the fund is invested for 
perpetual funding of donors’ charitable interests. 
Scholarship funds are a great example of an 

endowment, and we can personalize them to your 
interests. Call Cynthia Johnson or Glenn Taylor to 
explore ways the Community Foundation may be 
of help to you! 
*Please note, the amount of a charitable IRA 
rollover gift that counts toward your RMD may 
be reduced by additions you make to a retirement 
account after age 70 ½. To find out if this limitation 
applies to you, please contact your financial advisor.

2021 Kinire Scholarship Recipient 
Olivia Hay  

IN MEMORY OF 
April 1, 2021 – October 19, 2021

Omer Baker 
Lee Thomas 

D. S. “Buddy” Burton
Karen & Jim Brooks 

Hugh “Hooty” Cross 
Angela B. Hamiter & JamisonMoneyFarmer PC 
Drew & Angela Hamiter 

Ms. Leslie Faucett 
Ms. Loretta Belk 
Ms. Frankie Burton 
Donny & Becky Elmore  

Jim Flemming 
Bee Bellenger Cooper 
Lynn & Melinda Corder 
Carol & Alex Gatewood 
Mr. & Mrs. W. R. McKinzey, Jr. 
Dr. Arthur A. Thompson, Jr. 

Dr. Fred Glaze 
Isabel Herbert Lawrence 

Ms. Kathy Gryska 
Drew & Angela Hamiter 

CDR Lee Allen Hallman 
Ms. Frankie Burton 

Rebecca Holland 
Ms. Lyda Black 

Jody Jobson 
Drew & Angela Hamiter 

Dr. David Partlow 
Dr. Elizabeth W. Cleino 

Roland Pugh, Sr. 
Ms. Shelley Jones 

Chuck Sittason 
Julie Sittason 

Stacey Snead 
Cynthia Johnson 

Mr. David Suther 
Drew & Angela Hamiter

IN HONOR OF 
May 1, 2021 – October 19, 2021 
Dr. Richard Holland 
Ms. Lyda Black

DID YOU KNOW? 
National lawmakers have often proposed changes 
to the rules that govern donor advised funds 
(DAFs), and this year is no different. The most 
recent effort is the Accelerating Charitable Efforts 
(ACE) Act introduced in June 2021 by Senators 
Grassley (R-IA) and King (I-ME). Significant 
changes proposed by the ACE Act —if passed 
into law—will increase the regulation of the ways 
DAFs operate. Because any gifts made to DAFs 
prior to the Act becoming law would likely be 
governed by the older, more lenient rules, some 
donors may wish to hasten gifts to their donor 
advised funds. If you’ve been considering creating 
or supplementing a DAF account, taking action 
in the short term may be more advantageous than 
waiting.  

On an average year, the CFWA will issue grants to 150 
different organizations.  Ten of these organizations are 
featured on our website.   
Please visit our website and click on the tab  
“Giving With Us.” 



P.O. BOX 3033
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35403

ACA MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
A grant was issued to the Music Department at 
American Christian Academy.  Headmaster Dan 
Carden along with Heather Henson is pictured  
with Glenn Taylor. 

LONG TIME DIRECTOR HONORED 

Sam Faucett has served the West Alabama 
community all of his life.  His 20 years on the Board 
of Directors for the CFWA is but one example.  He is 
only the 3rd sitting director to be selected as a Pillar 
of West Alabama.  He is shown with fellow Pillar and 
fellow director, retired Judge John England. 

In 2020, the CFWA distributed over 12% of the 
assets to charity. This compares with a national 
average of 8%. One more sign of the generosity of 
the West Alabama community.


